Skyscrapers Sunspot Count Project
    We will officially begin the Skyscrapers Sunspot Count Project on January 1, 2013. However, if you like you can begin immediately to practice what you learned during our workshop. Simply follow the procedure outlined below. If you begin immediately you can send me your counts at any time. As of January 1 you must conform to the directions which follow. 
Here’s how the project will proceed.
1) While each member could visit the web site each day (images are taken regularly) to conduct a sunspot count, there is an easier alternative. On a weekly basis visit this web site: http://sohodata.nascom.nasa.gov/cgi-bin/data_query.

· Under Image Type highlight HMI Continuum.
· Under Resolution select 1024. 

· Under Display check off List.
· Supply start and end dates in the required format. Click Search.
This will bring up a list of images by date and time (ex. 20120101  0100). I want each member to select the image taken at 1500 hours for each of the days in the weekly period. (That way I can more easily compare each member’s effectiveness in determining how many groups and how many spots are present.)
If there is no image for 1500 hours, select the next available time.  Once the image is selected from the list it will display a white light image (with yellow/orange filter) of the Sun. Bring your cursor to the solar image and left click. A more detailed image will appear. You will use this image to conduct a daily sunspot count and record the data on a spreadsheet I will provide. (Be careful about dust specs – hint, they will not rotate with the spots). Please keep your data archived should we need to retrieve it in the future.

2) On a weekly basis, by noon each Tuesday, each member will email me their spreadsheet. The data will be collected from Tuesday to Monday. So technically, your first email to me will not be until Tuesday, January 8 at noon, and will include January 1 – 7 counts. Note: If you have your last count for the week early (1500 UTC is 10:00 am EST) then please send it along. When emailing me your spreadsheet you must name it “your last name and the Monday “week-ending date”, ie Huestis20130107.

Please submit your weekly counts by the deadline so I can process the data and include everyone’s results in the graphed data that I will send out to every contributor.

I will save and graph everyone’s sunspot counts with mine, and will provide each contributor the results of everyone’s counts.
